ARLINGTON HEIGHTS POLICE DEPARTMENT

Honorable Mention

PRESENTED TO.....
Investigator Valerie Sanders, #312

Participation in an extensive and exhaustive search effort for a
missing and endangered resident of Arlington Heights. These
efforts demonstrated true teamwork, professionalism and
unwavering dedication to the Village of Arlington Heights,

the Arlington Heights Police Department and the citizens
who which we serve.

Thanks for.a job well done!

AR 2 Deputy Cﬁ_u;f Mark Récker
:{Qf s Patrol Bureau
- %
i sk S

<.

Case No. 18-11689

Gerald 5. Mourning
Chief of Police
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Barmood BHeights Police Bepartment

John DeVries 7300 W. Wilson Avenue
Chief of Police Harwood Heights, 1L 60706
Phone: (708) 867-4353
Emait: 7
3 devriesj@harwoodheights.org
April 1, 2024 police@harwoodheights.org

Nicholas Pecora, Chief of Police
Arlington Heights Police Department
200 E. Sigwalt Street

Arlington Heights, lllinois 60005

Dear Chief Pecora:

On behalf of the Harwood Heights Police Department, | would like to extend my thanks to MCAT STAR
Team member Sgt. Valerie Sanders for assistance during a recent MCAT STAR callout for a fata! vehicle

crash that occurred on March 12, 2024 at 6:22pm 2 NG

The crash scene required extra resources due to its nature. The decision was made to activate the
MCAT STAR Team due to their highly skilled investigators to thoroughly investigate and reconstruct the
crash.

We appreciate the contributions of the MCAT STAR Team as their role was critical in analyzing the

factors associated with determining the cause of the crash. Once again please accept our thanks for Sgt.

Valerie Sanders’s participation and for your agency making the necessary accommodations to provide
his assistance to us.




ARLINGTON HEIGHTS POLICE DEPARTMENT

L.W. CALDERWOOD
OFFICER OF THE YEAR - 2019
Sergeant 'V_a'l_er'ie.s'anders #576

In recognition of your devotion to duty‘and

personal commitment to provide the highest
quality police service, your performance
throughout the year has greatly contributed to
the betterment of the communit




VILILLAGE OF

WHEELING

== POLICE DEPARTMENT smemea..

1 Community Boulevard, Wheeling Illinois 60090
847-459-2632 TFax: 847-520-2024

May 26, 2023

Chief Nicholas Pecora

Arlington Heights Police Department
200 E Sigwalt St

Atlington Heights, IL 60005

Dear Chief Pecora,

I wanted to extend my gratitude to your department’s MCAT Team Membets Valerie Sanders, Oleh
Yusypyuk and Kenneth Ruff for assistance rendered to the Wheeling Police Depattment on May 16,
2023.

On that date at approximately 10:19PM, Wheeling Police Department officers responded to Dundee
and Schoenbeck Rds. for a traffic accident with injuries. The crash involved three vehicles with
multiple fatalities and serious injuries. A total of seven people had to be extricated from the vehicles
and were transported to local hospitals. Unfortunately, four teenagers lost their lives. Due to the
severity of the accident mutual aid was requested from area departments. The Major Case Assistance
Team Serious Accident Reconstruction unit responded to the scene to begin the arduous task of
investigating the crash.

Preliminary investigation suggests that speed and a disregarded traffic signal were the primary factors
involved at this time. Several roads in the area remained closed while the officers processed the
scene. The mutual aid officers who assisted with traffic and scene control, along with the MCAT
STAR officers, all played an integral part in investigating this hortific crash.

I appreciate your department’s assistance in allowing your personnel to assist our agency with this
investigation. The Wheeling Police Department stands ready to reciprocate should the need atse.
Please convey my sincere appreciation to them for a job well donel




Coach Sok

'’ Bruce A. Sokolove
¥/ Law Enforcement Consultant
Field Training Associates

\ 2225 Draper Avenue
Ypsﬂantl MI 48197-4311
(734) 395 - 0361

' ﬂeldtrammg@mac.com

www.policefieldtraining.com
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ROSEMONT

DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC SAFETY

POLICE - FIRE - EMS

William C. Anderson
Director of Public Safety

Office of the Director
950 W. Devon Suite 400
Rosemont, IT. 60018
(T) 847.993.8322
(F) 847.823.0596

May 9, 2022

Chief Nicholas Pecora
Arlington Heights Police Department
200 E. Sigwalt

Dear Chief Pecora,

On behalf of the Rosemont Public Safety Department, I want to extend my
gratitude to the Arlington Heights Police Department and Officer Valerie Sanders
for her MCAT STAR Team response to the fatality crash that took place near
Marinheim Road and Touhy Avenue in Rosemont on May 2, 2022.

At approximately 3:15pm our department responded to the motor vehicle crash
involving a dump truck and motorcycle. The driver of the motorcycle was treated
and transported to the hospital where he was pronounced dead. The quick response
of MCAT STAR team members ensured a thorough investigation into the crash
occurred. Without the expertise and dedication of the MCAT STAR Team, we
would not have been able to investigate this properly.

I appreciate your department’s assistance and willingness in allowing your
personnel to assist our agency with this incident. If the Rosemont Public Safety
Department can be of any assistance to you in the future, please don’t hesitate to
ask.

Sincerely

William C. Anderson
Director of Public Safety

Emergency: 9-1-1 ® Non-Emergency: 847-823-1134
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| péacefuljsurrender of an armed,
barricaded, and swc:dal*susp'eCt m a domestlc violence case.

Case No. 21-022175
Domestic Battery

n omfmander Timothy Jasper
February 18, 2022




BUFFALQO GROVE
POLICE DEPARTMENT

46 Raupp Boulevard

Buffalo Grove, IL 60089-2199
Phone 847-459-2560

Fax 847-459-0201

Steven R. Casstevens, GPC
Chief of Police

August 10, 2021

Chief Nicholas Pecora

Arlington Heights Police Department
200 E. Sigwalt St.

Arlington Heights, IL 60005

Chief Pecora,

On August 5th, 2021, Buffalo Grove Police received a call of 20 people actively fighting at 1375 W.
Dundee Rd. (Astoria Banquets). Upon arrival, officers encountered 70 plus subjects from a wedding
actively fighting inside the venue as well as outside in the parking lot. A call for mutual aid was sent out
to your agency, and several of your officers responded. Their presence and professionalism defused a
very chaotic situation ending in no further injuries amongst the guests and staff of the venue. Without
your assistance, the situation would have escalated, creating a very negative outcome for all involved.

On behalf of the men and women of the Buffalo Grove Police Department, | wish to convey my gratitude
to Sgt. Sanders, K9 Ofc Butcher, and k9 Vargo, Ofc. Padiyara, Ofc. Adams, Ofc. Montella, Ofc. Williams
and your department for the assistance provided during this incident. We greatly appreciate the
support, dedication, and professionalism displayed by your officers.

We are grateful for the continued support and collaboration provided te us by your department, and
please extend our gratitude to your officer.

i'lIIiIi|“ e

Steven Casstevens
Chief of Police

SC/mh

An Accredited
Law Enforcement
Agency

Since 1987




Arlington Heights Police Department

200 East Sigwalt Street

Arlington Heights, Tllinois 60005-1925
(847) 368-5300

Website: wwwvah.com

November 17, 2021

Director Brian Growney
Major Case Assistance Team
595 N. Hicks Road

Palatine, lllinois 60067

RE: STAR Team Leader endorsement of Sergeant Valerie Sanders

Dear Director Growney:

| am pleased to provide comment on Sergeant Valerie Sanders in regard to a leadership role within the
STAR team.

Sergeant Sanders is a member of the Arlington Heights Police Department, serving admirably since 2011.
During this time, Val has served in a number of pivotal roles, including Star team crash reconstructionist.
| have had the opportunity to interact with Val on a professional level during the past 10-plus years. Val
possesses a business-like demeanor and is well-respected by her co-workers, myself included.

| have the utmost confidence in Sergeant Sander’s abilities to perform her duties while simultaneously
advancing a teamwork atmosphere. Val's demonstrated skills, abilities and knowledge are readily evident
in her critical thinking, communications and very well defined throughout any written work product. Val
is a valued member of the Patrol Division, currently supervising a team of officers on the afternoon shift.
In her last assignment, Detective Sanders was quite often used as the go-to person by supervisory staff
when a complicated matter required unique attention. Her ethics and personal integrity are beyond
reproach. Val is the consummate professional all supervisors and managers desire to have on their team.

Sgt. Sanders exhibits a great deal of dedication, loyalty and organizational commitment which does not
go unrecognized. Her annual performance evaluations are consistent; exemplary scores in all rating
categories.

The Arlington Heights Police Department encourages all members to pursue personal and professional
excellence. Sgt. Sanders intention to pursue this ancillary responsibility confirms management’s opinion
that she is a true asset to the agency. Accomplishments like this tend to open doors for lateral and vertical
movement within the organization.

I recommend, without reservation, Sgt. Val Sanders to MCAT, for consideration of a Team Leader role
within the STAR team.

Piease do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or the need to clarify a particular issue in more
detail.

Nicholas A. Pecora, Jr
Chief of Police




Pecora, Nicholas

= —
From: Pecora, Nicholas
Sent: Wednesday, May 26, 2021 4:42 PM
To: Sanders, Valerie
Subject: FW: Thank you!

| appreciate the pay-it-forward gesture resuiting in a positive impression on | ENEGNGEG
Thanks, Val.

Nick

————— Original Message--—--

rrom: I

Sent: Wednesday, May 26, 2021 4:32 PM

To: Policemail <policemail@vah.com>

Subject: Thank you!

[NOTICE: This message originated outside of Viltage of Arlington Heights email system -- DO NOT CLICK on links or open
attachments unless you are sure the content is safe.]

Hello!

| was just at a Starbucks right behind a female officer. We were waiting in the drive thru for some time. By the time | got
to the window, the cashier told me the officer had paid for my drinks! | didn’t see her car when | left, but | wanted to
reach out a thank you! | suspect this is something she must do often. | appreciate that Arlington Heights continues to

hire kind officers 3} little acts like that certainly get remembered by the public. Thankful to be from the community.

Thanks again,

%”F gwﬁw

- @.eo"y Vecsorm s FiLE




Arlington Heights Police Department

200 East Sigwalt Street

Arlington Heights, Illinois 60005-1925
(847) 368-5300

Website: wwwvah.com

November 5, 2020

Director Brian Growney
Major Case Assistance Team
595 N. Hicks Road

Palatine, !llinois 60067

RE: Endorsement of Sergeant Valerie Sanders
Dear Director Growney:

I am pleased to provide comment on Sergeant Valerie Sanders in regard to a leadership role within the
STAR team.

Sergeant Sanders is a member of the Arlington Heights Police Department, serving admirably since 2011.
During this time, Va! has served in a number of pivotal roles, including a Star team reconstructionist. |
have had the opportunity to interact with Val on a professional level during the past 9-plus years. Val
possesses a business-like demeanor and is well-respected by her co-workers, myself included.

I have the utmost confidence in Sergeant Sander’s abilities to perform her duties while simuitaneously
advancing a teamwork atmosphere. Val's demonstrated skills, abilities and knowledge are readily evident
in her critical thinking, communications and very well defined throughout any written work product. Val
was recently promoted. In her last assignment, Detective Sanders was quite often used as the go-to
person by supervisory staff when a complicated matter required unigue attention. Her ethics and
personal integrity are beyond reproach. Valis the consummate professional all supervisors and managers
desire to have on their team.

Although somewhat limited in overall time-in-grade, Sgt. Sanders exhibits a great deal of dedication,
loyalty and organizational commitment which does not go unrecognized. Her annual performance
evaluations are consistent; exemplary scores in all rating categories.

The Arlington Heights Police Department encourages all members to pursue personal and professional
excellence. Sgt. Sanders intention to pursue this ancillary responsibility confirms management’s opinion
that she is a true asset to the agency. Accomplishments like this tend to open doors for lateral and vertical
movement within the organization.

i recommend, without reservation, Sgt. Val Sanders to MCAT, for consideration of a leadership role in the
STAR team.

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or the need to clarify a particular issue in more
detail.

Nicholas A. Pecora, Jr
Chief of Police



VILLAGE OF

WHEELING

= POLICE DEPARTMENT st

1 Community Boulevard, Wheeling Elinois 60090
847-459-2632 TFax: 847-520-2024

QOctober 7, 2020

Chief Nicholas Pecora

Arlington Heights Police Department
200 E Sigwalt St

Arlington Heights, IL 60005

Dear Chief Pecroa,

I wanted to extend my gratitude to Officers Castillo, Radek and Schroeder for the assistance they
rendered to the Wheeling Police Department on September 30, 2020.

On that date at approximately 7:35 am, the Wheeling Police Department responded to a serious
traffic accident at Wolf Rd and Messner Dr that involved two vehicles which eventually ended up on
the airfield of the Chicagoland Fxecutive Airport. As a result of the crash, two occupants were
deceased on scene and a third was in critical condition. The incident quickly exhausted out
department’s resources which required immediate assistance from your agency. Your officers
responded promptly and provided much needed assistance with traffic control and scene
management.

I appreciate your Department’s assistance in allowing your personnel to assist our agency with this
incident. The Whecling Police Department stands ready to reciprocate should the need arise.

Please convey my sincere appreciation to the aforementioned personnel for a job well done.




VILLAGE OF

WHEELING

e POLICE DEPARTMENT s

1 Community Boulevard, Wheeling Illinois 60090
847-459-2632 Fax: 847-520-2024

July 1, 2020

Chief Nichoias Pecora

Arlington Heights Police Department
200 E. Sigwalt St

Arlington Heights, 1L 60005

Dear Chi%ra, ’3] G

On June 23, 2020, at approximately 7:39PM, Wheeling police officers responded to the area of Lake
Cook Rd and Northgate Parkway for a multi-vehicle accident with injuries. Upon arrival, responding
officers located one of the involved vehicles fully enguifed in flames with at least one driver deceased.
One additional driver was in critical condition and was transported to the hospital where she was
eventually pronounced dead. The accident scene was extremely large and blocked both directions of
Lake Cook Rd which overwhelmed our resources.

The MCAT STAR Team was activated and Officers Oleh Yusypyuk and Valertie Sanders, along with other
STAR members, responded to assist the Wheeling Police Department and investigate the crash. The
Team spent many hours analyzing the vehicles, mapping the accident scene and investigating the
collision. Please convey my thanks to Officers Oleh Yusypyuk and Valerie Sanders. The professionalism,
dedication and expertise in investigating this crash was a great asset to the Wheeling Police
Department.

Our departments have always enjoyed a close working relationship and as always, the Wheeling Police
Department stands ready to reciprocate should the need arise.

. DUN
Chief of Police




{. VILLAGE OF

S‘CH"-I—ER FARK POLICE DEPARTMENT

SMALL TOWN FEEL WITH A WORLD AT ITS TOUCH 9526 WEST IRVING PARK ROAD
SCHILLER PARK, ILLINOIS 60176-1984
TELEPHONE 847 678-4794

FAX 847 671-9389

May 27, 2020

Chief Nicholas Pecora
200 East Sigwalt St.
Arlington Heights, IL. 60005

Dear Chief Pecora,

On behalf of the Schiller Park Police Department, please accept our thanks to you, your Agency, and
Officers Valerie Sanders and Oleh Yusypyuk for their assistance provided during a Major Case
Assistance Team Serious Traffic Accident Reconstruction (MCAT STAR) Team callout to Schiller
Park.

On the evening of Sunday, May 3, our Agency responded to a traffic crash in the 9000 block of Trving
Park Rd. When Officers arrived, they found a young man lying in the roadway, having struck the side
of a turning SUV with his motorcycle. The young man perished as a result of his injuries. The MCAT
STAR Team was activated and Officers Sanders and Yusypyuk, along with other Team members,
helped Schiller Park Officers investigate the crash. The Team spent many hours analyzing the vehicle,
mapping the roadway, along with the evidence, and investigating the collision.

Please thank Officers Sanders and Yusypyuk for their professionalism, dedication, and help in
investigating this crash. This incident was truly unique, as our Agency had two fatal traffic crashes
within 15 minutes of each other on that day. We appreciate the assistance multi-jurisdictional teams
such as this provide. 1 appreciate the close working relationship that our Departments share. Should
any assistance be needed from me or any member of my Department, please feel free to contact me.

Director of Police

Ce: Officer Valerie Sanders
Officer Oleh Yusypyuk



VILLAGE OF

WHEELING

== POLICE DEPARTM ENT v

1 Community Boulevard, Wheeling Illinois 60090
847-459-2632 Fax: 847-520-2024

June 1, 2020

Chief Nicholas Pecora

Arlington Heights Police Department
200 E Sigwalt St

Arlington Heights, IL 60004

Dear Chief Pecora,

I wanted to extend my gratitude to your department’s MCAT Team Members Brian Clarke, Chris
Tatman and Valerie Sanders for assistance they rendered to the Wheeling Police Department on
May 20, 2020.

On that date at approximately 7:37 am, the Major Case Assistance Team (MCAT) was requested by
the Wheeling Police Department in reference to be a traffic crash that rapidly evolved into a
homicide investigation. The Investigators, Evidence Technicians, STAR Team, and Surveillance
Units from MCAT played an integral part in identifying a suspect and building a case against him.

I appreciate your Department’s assistance in allowing your personnel to assist our agency with this
investigation. The Wheeling Police Department stands ready to reciprocate should the need arise.

Please convey my sincere appreciation to the aforementioned petsorinel for 2 job well done.




VILLAGE OF

SCHILLER pARK POLICE DEPARTMENT

SMALL TOWN FEEL WITH A WORLD AT ITS TOUCH 9526 WEST IRVING PARK ROAD
SCHILLER PARK, ILLINOIS 60176-1984
TELEPHONE 847 678-4794

FAX 847 671-9389

January 31, 2020

Chief Nicholas Pecora
200 East Sigwalt St.
Arlington Heights, IL 60005

Dear Chief Pecora,

On behalf of the Schiller Park Police Department, please accept our thanks to you, your agency, and
Officers Valerie Sanders and Oleh Yusypyuk for their assistance provided during a Major Case
Assistance Team Serious Traffic Accident Reconstruction (MCAT STAR) Team callout to Schiller
Park.

On the evening of Sunday, January 26, our Agency responded to a motor vehicle crash in the 4200 block
of Mannheim Rd. When officers arrived, they found a woman lying in the roadway, having been struck
by a vehicle. The woman perished as a result of her injuries. The MCAT STAR Team was activated
and Officers Sanders and Yusypyuk, along with other Team members, helped Schiller Park Officers
investigate the crash. The Team spent many hours analyzing the vehicle, mapping the roadway, along
with the evidence, and investigating the collision.

Please thank Officers Sanders and Yusypyuk for their professionalism, dedication, and help in
investigating this crash. We appreciate the assistance multi-jurisdictional teams such as this provide. I
appreciate the close working relationship that our departments share. Should any assistance be needed
from me or any member of our department, please feel free to contact me.

Director of Police

Ce: Officer Valerie Sanders
Officer Oleh Yusypyuk
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HOFFMAN ESTATES

Pass

Y6 1o cREP GROWING TO GREATNESS

October 30, 2014

Chief Gerald Mourning

Arlington Heights Police Department
200 East Sigwalt St.

Arlington Heights, IL 60004

Dear Chief Mourning;:

I would like to commend some of your officers who recently assisted the Hoffman
Estates Police Department during an investigation involving damage to Eisenhower
Junior High School. The suspect in question fled during a traffic stop on October 25,
2014, in the early morning hours. While the suspect was fleeing, he drove through a wall
at Eisenhower Junior High School, and caused extensive damage.

The suspect was arrested and charged with numerous traffic offenses, including
Aggravated DUI, Aggravated DWLR, and Fleeing and Eluding. Traffic Investigator
Mark Wondolkowski obtained a search warrant on October 29, 2014, that allowed him to
search and analyze the “Event Data Recorder, Powertrain Module, and Air Bag Module”
from the suspect’s vehicle. Three of your officers assisted Traffic Investigator
Wondolkowski in obtaining the requested data, which will subsequently be used as
evidence against the suspect.

Our agencies rely on each other for support when incidents like this occur. Please
express my personal thank you as well as that of our staff, to Sergeant Greg Czernecki,
Officer Michael Cowsert, and Officer Valerie Andrews for their assistance.

IfT can ever be of service, please do not hesitate to call.

Sincerely,

Ted S. Bos
Acting Chief of Police

TSB/ke

1900 Hassell Road, Hoffman Estates, Illinois 60169 Phone: 847-882-9100 Fax: 847-843-4822
Web: www.hoffmanestates.org



Village of Arlington Heights

33 South Arlington Heights Road
Arlington Heights, [llinois 60005-1499
(847) 368-5000

Website: www.vah.com

Copy

Officer Valerie Andrews,

Re: Letter of Appreciation

f personally want to thank you for your efforts during the past year to accomplish our
goals on C-Shift, the busiest shift in the Patrol Bureau. In particular | want to recognize you, and
show my appreciation for your dedication, and extra efforts during the month of December

2012,

As you are aware the Chief of Police asked for an increase in Hazardous Moving
Violation “HMV” citations starting on December 07, 2012 thru December 31, 2012. As the
Commander of Patrol Bureau Section C, | requested all officers increase their enforcement to

meet the request from the Chief.

You accepted this request willingly. You helped in accomplishing the goals | set for the C-
Shift in an effort to meet the Chief’s request. You made a difference. Through your efforts, we,
as'a “Team” have accomplished our C-Shift goal in this matter. | wish to express my sincere
appreciation for your dedication to duty, professionalism and team work.

| look forward to serving the citizens of Arlington Heights in the next calendar year with

you.

Sincerely,

i

Michael Kearney, Commander

Patrol Bureau, Section C

Cc: Officer Personnel File

Chief of Police





